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Planning 
 
At the beginning of the project, I produced a lot of planning work to note down my ideas and the 
many things I would need to remember when it came to the production of the final product. I 
first produced an action plan so that I could easily set out a schedule for me to work within, so 
that I would finish the project to the specific deadline. I then conducted some preliminary 
research so that I could identify and note down any ideas I have for the final product, including 
the songs I could use, the figures I could possibly use and the outline of ideas that I could 
possibly work with. I then produced a skills audit at the beginning of the project as a way to 
identify the skills that I already have and to identify any skills I could work on so that I expand my 
knowledge. 
 
Also, before the production began, I worked on some pre-production planning documents to 
finalise my ideas before the production began. This work included a project proposal 
documenting the rational of the product, the concept of my ideas that I had and a short 
summary of how I will evaluate my final product. I also included all of my research sources in the 
Harvard format at the end of this document. This then allowed me to move on to the main 
planning section for the project. In this section I worked on creating a job list of all the jobs that 
need to be completed successful to meet the final deadline, a call sheet that contained contact 
information for the production crew, an equipment list and a short schedule of the locations 
throughout the production, a risk assessment documenting the possible hazards in each of the 
production locations which was updated throughout the production, an AV script to collect some 
basic ideas I’ve had for the visuals for the product and where they will fit within the audio, and a 
shot list that gives a rundown of every shot that I will need to produce for the product, which 
includes the shot number, location, description, duration and notes for each shot. 
 
I used all my planning throughout my production, but I tended to use my action plan and 
proposal for the duration of the project. This was useful as I was constantly checking on each of 
them to make sure that I was working on time to reach the deadline, and also to make sure that I 
was sticking to the main concepts of what I had originally planned for the product and not 
making drastic changes to the way in which the final product looked. I do think some 
improvements on the proposal document could be made if I was to do this again as I feel that I 
didn’t have a clear concept written down when I re-read the document, which would have 
helped me more if I had this written out properly at the beginning of the production. 
 
I think my planning was somewhat effective as I have managed to meet most of the deadlines I 
had originally set for the work that is in the project. I have also met the major end deadline for 
the project by using my planning throughout the duration of the production to make sure I have 
all work completed by the tenth of June, which is shown in my reflective journal. I think if I could 
have managed my time better, I would have set easier and longer deadlines for the work that 
takes more time, such as the production and the research, which took longer than I had planned 
so I rushed these sections so that I would still be on track. Other than this point, I believe I have 
managed my time suitably over the duration of the project.  
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I believe that, overall, my planning for the production and research was effective the way I had 
done it but I do still believe I could have planned them a little better to make sure that it would 
be easier for me to use these documents throughout my project and so I would have had a 
clearer understanding of what it was that I wanted to do for my final product, which is what I 
would do if I was to do this project again. 

 
Research 
 
Before I could begin producing the final product for the project, I had to first complete a large 
range of research into what I was doing. I had decided at this point that I was going to produce a 
music video for the song Shot at the Night by the Killers. I had also decided that to make this 
music video, I would use a range of stop motion animation, video and photography, staring two 
small poseable box figures, to produce a successful end product. I decided on this as I felt it 
would be easy and would enable me to create a successful end product, but would also mean 
that my product would be suitable for any audience range rather than setting me to work for a 
specific age range, allowing me to be more creative in what I do. 
 
For the research side of my project, I looked into many aspects to aid me when it comes to pre-
planning and producing the product. These aspects were focused around the music video form 
of media and the song that I had chosen to use for my product.  
 
I first researched into the song I was going to use for my final product. This consisted of looking 
into the meaning of the song overall, and then breaking down the lyrics of the song to specify 
what each lyric was representing. This was to help create ideas for any shots that could match up 
with these lyrics, which worked effectively as I came up with many ideas that I could use for the 
final product. I then made a short analysis of the existing video for the song, breaking down the 
meanings and interpretations behind the video and how it links to the music and lyrics.  
I think this part of the research proved to be effective as it allowed me to use the meaning 
behind the original music video, as well as the meaning behind the lyrics, to create and visualize 
ideas for my final product that I would use later on. 
I do believe that I could have maybe looked for more views and interpretations of the song lyrics 
and video to help me make sure the product I produce is a successful visualization of the 
intended meaning that the song holds. 
 
I also produced a short eleven question questionnaire that I handed out to five random members 
of my intended target audience. I asked general questions about the audience’s typical artists 
they listen to, and whether they watch music videos for the artists they like. I then asked specific 
questions about what they like about music videos and what they intended to see in a music 
video for it to be successful and intriguing to them. I then compiled all their answers together to 
allow me to see what the audience want from a music video. 
I think this section of the research was also effective as it gave me an idea of what the audience 
expect to see in a music video for a song. This helped me throughout the project as I was 
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constantly looking at this piece of research to make sure that I was producing my product to fit 
my audience’s requirements so that it will be deemed as a successful end product in their eyes. 
I do think I could have produced this piece of work better though as the answers I gathered 
didn’t as much detail as I think I could have gathered. This was partly down to the way I worded 
the questions on the questionnaire, as they weren’t as in depth as they could be, and the 
answers that were gathered from them reflected this. I also feel that I could have analyzed the 
findings of the questionnaire in more depth, maybe by creating charts for each of these 
questions and writing a small part about what these charts show. 
 
Another small part of my research work was aimed at the legal and ethical issues I would be 
facing in making my product. I found that there was going to be two main issue subjects that I 
would be facing. This was to do with Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 and Offensive 
Material. I found that the song I used would have copyright on the song, so I would not be able 
to publish the product to the general public without asking the copyright owners permission to 
do so, or this would break the law. I also found that if I used any found footage from the 
internet, I would have to make sure the footage is royalty free or there will be copyright on that 
footage, which works the same way as copyright on a song. I also looked into Ofcom’s code for 
music videos and how they are broadcast. Any offensive material this is included can’t be shown 
before the watershed on TV or will have to be censored if it is online. 
This part of the research was effective as it made me think about the issues my product would 
face and how I can work to make sure I don’t run into these issues. I used this part of the 
research to think about my final product. I will have to use the song to produce the music video 
so I will have to think about the copyright and where I publish the music video to make sure I 
don’t run into any problems. I then thought about the footage I will use, as any found footage 
will have to be royalty free or I will run into problems with copyright, which lead me to decide to 
use all personally recorded footage rather than found footage from the internet. I realized that 
my product and song would not contain any offensive material so I didn’t worry too much on this 
aspect of the legal and ethical issues. 
I do think I could improve this section of the research though, by looking into more of the issues 
that relate to a music video and its production. This would then make sure that none of my 
music video is effected by the legal and ethical issues that I could face. 
 
Another small part of my research came from taking a few practice shots with the figures I was 
going to use. I spent a few hours taking practice shots that related to the shot ideas that I came 
up with when looking into the lyrics. This was to see if these shots would work when it came to 
producing the product, or whether I would have to rethink some of the shots to make sure that 
things work fluently when it comes it the final edit. 
I think this part was effective, but not as effective as the rest as I didn’t use any shots that were 
like the ones I had practised with at this point, which meant that this piece of work was slightly 
useless when compared to the rest. 
I do think if I was to do this project again, I would improve on this part of the research by taking 
practise shots of relevant visuals that I know that will be useful to me in the final production 
because I felt that this part of the work wasn’t useful to me in the end. 
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The major part of my research came from my textual analysis. This took up the most of my 
research time during this section which is shown in my reflective journal. This textual analysis 
document consisted of critically analysing all details of two similar music videos that exist 
currently. I chose to analyse the original video for Shot at The Night as this was relevant to me 
not just because it is the song I will use but also because the music video that existed had the 
same sort of storyline as my product because this video was my main influence for the product 
of the project. I also analysed the music video for another song by The Killers called Bones 
because this video had similar features to what I would use in my product and was also directing 
by one of my biggest influences in the media, Tim Burton, so this was relevant to my product as 
well.  
I think this research was very relevant and effective to my project as it helped me to think about 
the codes and conventions that I will use in my product to allow the audience to make inferences 
about the hidden meanings in the video. I also thought a lot about Mise En Scene in this research 
and how this will be used throughout my product. I also looked at target audience and how a 
music video is appealing to this audience, which sparked ideas for me on how this would apply to 
my video and how I will need to think about this in my project so that the product will appeal to 
the target audience but also all audiences as well.  
I think that this section could have been improved in some ways, such as going into more detail 
on the Mise En Scene or the codes and conventions of each video but overall I liked the outcome 
of this piece of work, so I don’t think there would be much improvement to this piece. 
 
I used my research finding constantly throughout the duration of the project as I found it useful 
in the planning and production stage. This was because I could use all the research I had 
conducted to create ideas and meet the normal standards of a music video, whilst also thinking 
more about the many aspects of a music video that I needed to include, as I had found in the 
textual analysis or the questionnaire. I was also constantly looking through my research during 
production to see if there were any ideas I could gather and use from reading them once more. 
 
I did encounter a small amount of difficulties when conducting research. The main difficulty I had 
was to do with how I handled conducting the research and how I wrote this up, especially during 
the Textual Analysis, as I found this section to be hard to write up, which is why it took a little bit 
more time than I had originally planned to write this up. Another difficulty was finding reliable 
sources that I could use within my research, as I didn’t have a large range of sources to use and 
this limited my research slightly. Another difficulty came in the questionnaire section, as I did get 
some unusable feedback from a number of people, which left my questionnaire limited to a 
smaller number of people than I had asked to answer the questionnaire.  
 
I think I could have done some more research to help me along in the production. I could have 
maybe added more questions to the questionnaire and asked a larger number of people for 
feedback from it, which means I would have had a more varied set of answers that would have 
meant that my product was more suited to more peoples tastes in a music video. I could have 
also looked into more of the legal and ethical issues that my product would face, so that I could 
have planned all the ways that I would get around these issues so that my product is fit for its 
purpose under the law. 
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During the production, I did conduct a small amount of research when I needed to. I conducted a 
small focus group to watch and give feedback on my two edits so that I could see which one they 
liked the best and if there were any improvements they thought could be made. This helped me 
in my production as I was able to edit the final product to fit the needs and improvements that I 
had feedback on. I also researched into some editing tips once I got to the post-production stage 
as there was some issues that I couldn’t solve and had to research some answers to. This was 
mainly to do with the sound and why it wasn’t matching to the correct point in the exported 
video, which I researched and was easily solved. I believe I could have improved my use of 
research throughout the production by maybe gathering more information beforehand about 
editing and how to edit and export the video to a successful standard. 
 

The Product 
 
I think the product I have produced is successful and well made. I believe that it is fit for its 
purpose as being a good quality, effective and emotive music video for a song, which can be 
distributed through many platforms and shown at many festivals of both music and short film. I 
believe that the music video has the appropriate codes and conventions that a typical music 
video usually has. I believe I could improve its fitness for purpose though if I edited the product 
and reshot a few of the shots so that I include more of the things that are typically seen in music 
videos, such as the artist, and also to add in more hidden meanings that can be connoted and 
inferred in the background of the video, which then lives with The Killers typical theme in their 
music videos of having many hidden meanings. 
 
Overall, I feel that the overall technical quality of the product I have produced is to a good 
standard. It is shot and edited to as good a standard as it can be, whilst being an effective and 
emotive music video that fits with the song well and gives a visual behind the lyrics. I think some 
of the parts worked out really well, such as the shots of the figure in the dark room looking in the 
mirror and the shot underneath the light in the same room. I also think that the shots that had 
the figures stood in a car as it is moving worked equally as well. Despite this, I do feel that some 
parts could be improved. A lot of the stop motion shots are really choppy and don’t flow as 
smoothly as I would have liked them to be. Also, the overall editing of it seemed to be confusing 
to some people, which when I re-watched the video, is clear to see as the dreamy flashbacks 
don’t seem to stand out from the rest of the video as much as I would have hoped them too, 
which is why people found the narrative slightly confusing at first. I did also encounter technical 
problems during the production. One of the biggest problems was that on the first day of filming, 
a large portion of the shots were filmed inside but the lighting I used wasn’t bright enough to 
light the scene, which left a large amount of the footage dark and unusable, which meant I had 
to film all of these shots again in better light. I fixed this problem by recording all shots outdoors 
and used the natural light rather than doing them inside with low light and relying on LED lights 
to make the scene. I also had some problems regarding the shot of the figure in the dark in the 
mirror and with the light above him, as the light was shining through a hole in the top and wasn’t 
static so the light moved places and was visible to be moving. Also the light wasn’t bright enough 
to light the whole scene so it took many attempts and different positions to fix this problem but I 
feel that the outcome was effective despite the effort.  
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I have developed many technical skills throughout this project, from filming to editing. I already 
had a good knowledge on how to film and edit to create a good quality product but I found that, 
during this project, I have developed these skills further. I have learnt more on how to use 
camera angles and film successfully to create a short piece. I have also learnt how to edit the 
footage better without relying on transition effects between each shot as I have done many 
times previously. I have also developed my skills in using my camera to capture footage and also 
skills on using the editing software to my advantage, and using all the tools that it has on offer. I 
also developed my skills on creating stop motion animation using the small figures and my 
camera, and then putting it into software to edit it to the correct timeframes that it needs to be. 
Another set of skills I have learnt from this project would be how I have been able to use any 
object and any area to my advantage when filming, which can be easier and cheaper on a 
smaller budget production.  
 
I do think that my product would appeal to the target audience. It is an engaging and emotive 
music video that provides an alternative visual to the lyrics in the song. This video gives the song 
another meaning of love and relationships, while being shown through objects with no 
expression but the way the narrative works gives the audience a sense that the figures are real 
and feeling emotion, which was the aim I was hoping to achieve. It is also avoids the use of any 
abusive content, which means that it is suitable for an audience of any age. I have also listened 
to all the feedback that I gathered throughout the production and used this to make sure that 
the product reflects the wishes of the audience. I first used the questionnaire I created in the 
research stage to add in ideas that show the things that the audience wanted to see, which is 
how many of the shots were created, such as the one that includes the artist playing on the 
phone while the figure watched, as the audience wanted the artist to be included and this was 
the easiest way I could do this. I also think the target audience would find it appealing because it 
is different to a typical video by The Killers but still uses the same concepts and themes as any 
other music video for one of their songs. I think the only reason that the target audience 
wouldn’t like my product is if they didn’t like the way that the video is different to one of the 
usual music videos, or they may not like the stop motion as it is choppy so this may stop them 
viewing the music video and liking it. 
 
I did do some audience research before production. I did this in the form of a questionnaire that 
I handed out to my chosen target audience. As there is no age range on my music video, as it is 
suitable for anybody of any age to view, this made handing my questionnaire out easier. I asked 
a small group of people with varied ages to answer my questions. This gave me an outline of 
what the audience wanted from a successful music video that they would view, and then re-
watch many other times. I used their feedback from this questionnaire effectively throughout 
the pre-production and production stages as I made sure that I was adding in all the things that 
the audience had told me they enjoyed seeing in a successful video.  
 
Once I had finished my first two edits, I decided to gather some feedback in the form of a focus 
group. I asked small group of five random people whether they liked my edits and what they 
liked about them, which of the two they felt was better, what they felt I could improve on for the 
final edit, and whether at this point it was effective and fitted its purpose. From this feedback, I 
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found that the audience really liked the edits but preferred the first edit above the second one, 
but there was some small improvements that needed to be made to the final edit. These were 
that the flashback overlay needed to be enhanced to stand out more, there was a shadow that 
needed a slight crop in one of the three hundred and sixty degree shots and just some general 
edits needed to be made on the overall flow of the video. I agreed with all of the points that they 
came up with, and I immediately edited the product to fix the improvements they stated, as a 
third and final edit. I then gathered feedback on my final edit from four people from the target 
audience. I found from this feedback that the audience liked the video more now I had made 
these small improvements, but there was still some other improvements that could have been 
made such as the visuals looking choppy, especially around the stop motion parts of the video, 
that the narrative was a little bit confusing still, and also that the Blu-Tac I had used to hold down 
the models was visible in a large number of shots which ruined the illusion that they are real 
people with emotions rather than just objects. I again agreed with the feedback I had been 
given, and if I was going to do this project again, I would definitely make these changes to my 
product to make it more appealing and to a better quality standard.  
 
I did not gather any feedback from an industry practitioner. This would have been very useful to 
me as I would have had a professional opinion on my product, and from this I would be able to 
have a large amount of relevant feedback on what improvements I could make to my project to 
improve it to a good industry standard product. I would have also been able to ask the 
practitioner for any tips that I may require in editing the product to meet the improvements and 
standards that the audience are looking for. 
 
My product does follow the media law and ethical guidelines. I followed all professional 
standards throughout the duration of the project. After researching the Ofcom’s code for the 
media in my research section, I constantly thought about and made sure that my product 
followed all laws within the media that applied to the product I was producing, which I feel I met 
when I finished the product.  
 

Conclusion 
 
Overall, I think this project went well and I have produced a successful and effective end product 
that can be viewed and enjoyed by my target audience. I believe that I have met the brief of the 
overall production, which was to create a music video lasting under six minutes that could be 
shown at a festival completion and also be used as an official product for the song and artist. I 
have dealt with many issues during this production to do with technical, management and 
emotional problems. I have pushed myself to achieve as well as I can do, and producing 
thoroughly detailed work throughout the production to explain all the areas that I need to, as 
well as producing a good quality product to accompany it. I have managed my time effectively 
during this production so that I can finish the product within the set deadline. I may have had 
moments when I have stressed myself from overworking and I have struggled with the work at 
hand, but I have overcome these hurdles to be able to finish the product within the deadline that 
was specified. 
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If I was going to do this project again, I would definitely make many improvements on many 
areas of the production. I would make many improvements to the work I produced in my 
planning and research, as well as the ones that were suggested to me in the production. I would 
also improve my creativity as I feel I lacked a lot of creative flare as I got further into this 
production, which was partly down to becoming stressed with the amount of work I was trying 
to handle at once, so next time, I have decided to take one thing at a time and move on when 
I’m ready to. I would also improve the way I solved problems as it took me a while to solve the 
issues I faced as I would take time away from them before coming back to finish them off. I 
would also improve my communication next time as I haven’t communicated enough with 
people that could have helped me with the work, which would have eased a lot of stress and 
problems if I had just spoken out about these issues I was having. 


