
Analysing And Researching Outlets To Reach My Audience 
 

Existing Outlets 

YouTube-YouTube is one of the top video sharing websites in the world. Created in 2005 

and bought by Google in 2006. It has over a billion users and every minute, more than 100 
hours of footage is uploaded to the website by users. YouTube has been the platform for 
many viral videos, such as 'Gangnam Style', which broke the view counter which led the 
company to have to upgrade their system. YouTube is home to many popular YouTubers who 
have changed the way the platform is used over the years, turning it from something for fun 
to a complete job opportunity. These YouTubers have built their own community through this 
site, creating content for their audience and earning money from this, despite recent issues 
in 2016 regarding monetization and money making. This is a popular platform for media 
directors to either showcase or promote a film or short film as it reaches a large audience 
and fan base, such as the trailer for Star Wars The Force Awakens, which became the most 
viewed film trailer in YouTube's history. This proves that the platform is a very effective in 
reaching the audience as it is used by billions of people all over the world and builds a very 
good fan base for a production. As well as trailers, short films are often published on YouTube 
such as the short films of Bertie Gilbert, making it a very effective way to get your work seen 
by an audience. Profit can also be made on YouTube, the biggest way being by enabling 
monetization and allowing ads to run on videos, although this is under attack lately as terms 
of service have changed and YouTube have been demonetizing videos without the creators 
acknowledgment, meaning that money that was being made from ads wasn't being given to 
them. In terms of a showcasing platform, this would be very useful for me to use to promote 
my short film in its production stages but also in the end, to upload and make money from in 
the long run as it can be monetized and use ads to make a revenue. Also, with their being 
over a billion people using the site, it would be a good idea to use as it means that the target 
audience will be able to view it and it will be more noticed by a larger amount of people. 

Vimeo- Vimeo was founded in 2004 as a video sharing website that was later bought in 2006 

by IAC. The site attracts more than 100 million visitors a month, with over 22 million users 
registered. Unlike YouTube, this platform is used more for high definition videos of 
broadcasts and indie filmmakers and fans showcasing short films. They host their own awards 
ceremony held in New York City which is dedicated to showcasing and awarding creative 
videos on the site. They also have a section of the site called 'Vimeo Staff Picks' which is 
where Vimeo staff curate and handpick the best videos from their site and feature them 
regularly in their own section, usually picking good quality short films to feature. This is a 
more effective way of reaching a particular target audience that share interest in the media 
rather than everyone in the world as YouTube does. This means that films get more 
recognition in the media as the community is mostly media-centric, opening up many 
opportunities to further in the media. Money can be made through Vimeo using either the 
Tip Jar where fans can show appreciation through a small cash payment, or through the pay-
to-view service, where creators can charge for access to see videos they upload. This is also a 
site to consider using to promote my completed product as it will reach a more specific, film 



centric target audience that will appreciate the video and give useful feedback on the video. I 
am thinking of uploading my final product to this site once it is finished. 

Short Of The Week- Short of the week is a video streaming service, set up in 2007 that is 

specifically for showcasing short films of many different genres. They believe that from how 
films are funded, produced and consumed, it is online short films that are the future of the 
film industry. The most interesting and unique stories are being told on the internet rather 
than in cinemas and on TV, as this is where new ways of filmmaking and genres are being 
made. New directors and creators won’t be found at film festivals, they will first be online. 
Each week, they discover and promote what they hand pick to be the best short films from 
around the world. This website is useful for reaching a more media sophisticated audience 
that enjoys viewing professionally made short films., although the product would have to be 
good enough to be discovered and picked by the staff to be featured on the site, making it a 
less useful outlet for this particular project. As the short films are handpicked and promoted, 
this site doesn't directly make the film a profit but it indirectly promotes the video which 
brings an audience to the video, which then means you earn a profit from views of your film 
that the website has brought in. 

Short Film Festivals- There is a number of short film festivals all over the world, especially 

across the UK. A large portion of these festivals are open to just young people, which means 
that any short films that are shown here aren’t going up against top filmmakers and work is 
viewed and promoted to potential employers and top media industry people. A large amount 
of these are in Sheffield, such as Doc/Fest and Sensoria, which allow students and young 
people to create short films and have them seen by people to promote themselves and their 
work to media professionals which allows the chance for possible employment. A profit can’t 
be gained as such from these festivals, but they are a very good way to reach the audience 
that you target as many people who enjoy all genres are at these festivals, and a large portion 
of this major audience will be your target audience. 

 

Where to showcase the film 

From researching outlets and other short films that apply to my production, such as ‘Ghild’ 
and ‘Let It Be’ I have come to the conclusions on the best place to show my finished film. As 
the internet is becoming a big media outlet for short films in recent years, I believe the 
internet is a better place to show the film rather than enter it into a festival as of yet. This 
allows me to reach the intended audience all over the world and allow me to get a reaction 
and then decide whether to enter it into a festival from the fan reaction. 

With this in mind, I have researched into the platforms that other related short films are on 
and I have decided that the best place to showcase my product would be through both 
Vimeo and YouTube. YouTube allows me to reach a large majority of the target audience of 
teens to young adults in a simple way as a large portion of people use YouTube on a daily 
basis, so are more likely to discover the video when using the website from their recent 
search results. Also by turning on monetisation, a profit can be made from the videos 



through ads and views that the video gets, which goes towards creating other successful 
projects. 

Alternatively, with Vimeo, this would be another good place to showcase my product as it 
again reaches a large portion of the target audience as there is a large amount of daily users 
but in this case, the viewers of the video are more inclined to short films as the site is more 
professional, which opens the possibilities to meet other people within film making and 
potential employers. There is also the chance to be selected and featured on sites such as 
Short Of The Week or the Vimeo Staff Picks. A profit can be made through this method as 
well but would require the audience to enjoy the video and decide to tip it with their own 
money rather than just viewing it and this making the money. 

Social networking wouldn’t be an effective way to showcase the film but it would be a very 
effective way to promote the film, such as through Facebooks promotion which creates an ad 
for your product and promotes it to people’s pages. It also doesn’t make any profit so it 
wouldn’t be an effective way to make money from the film either. 

 


