
Focus Group 

To gather some research from the audience, I decided to set up a focus group to gather a 

small selection of the audience’s views and feedback of the idea. This proved to be successful 

as I have found that they find my idea to be something they would view if it is made 

successfully. They also gave me reasons for their views and ideas that benefit my production.  

The first set of questions where to do with short films in general. I opened with the question 

of ‘Do you enjoy short films and why do you enjoy them?’ The response I was given was 

reflected in all of their views, as they all said yes because they find short films to go straight 

to the point and not drag through a long storyline. They also said that they are sometimes my 

engaging and creative to normal styles of films as they seem to be home to more creativity 

than films that are made for cinema. 

I then asked them what they feel makes a short film successful and why they felt this. Again, 

their responses reflected the same feeling throughout. They said that an engaging idea that is 

successfully made is key to a successful short film, specifically the narrative and how that idea 

is executed as it is all down to what is seen in the end product, so the acting, mise en scene 

etc. needs to be good to make it successful. They also said that the director and their ideas 

and visions for the film are also key as it is them that needs to ensure that the idea is 

executed and made successfully through the cast and crews work. 

I then followed this by asking them what their favourite short film is and why. I didn’t get 

answers from some as they felt it was a difficult question but the first person said ‘Destino’ as 

they like the style of the short film and it’s very different from other short films they’ve 

watched before. Another said a recent short film they liked is ‘Borrowed Time’ by two Pixar 

animators as they like the narrative and find the film emotional. The final person said they 

really like ‘Let It Be’ by Berty Gilbert, as they like the narrative and themes that the film holds. 

I then asked a set of questions that are based more on my idea. After telling them my idea, I 

asked for their views on dark contemporary fantasy films. They said that they find it is an 

intriguing and modern sub-genre that doesn’t depict life as fairy tales in made up lands, it 

tells the story of modern people living in our world, but in a world we can neither see nor 

believe exists. They also said that it puts the idea that magic doesn’t have to exist in made up 

worlds, it can exist in our time and it’s just hidden from our view. They also stated that this 

sub-genre has become more popular in recent times so it is something large amounts of 

people will want to view.  

I then asked them if they think the narrative of my idea is engaging and why they think this. 

They agreed that it is engaging as it targets something invisible that isn’t always used in films 

well, but it is shown as something positive in a way using the idea of fantasy. They also said 

that in modern times with the issue becoming more common, they find that people are more 

willing to watch films that are based on true stories affecting people’s lives and that films that 

present the issue of mental health, such as anxiety and depression, are more watchable to a 

modern audience, while it also brings acknowledges the issues and brings them to light for 

the audience.  



My final question was about my characters. I asked if they thought the characters were 

engaging. The said of my male character Edward, ‘He suffering from something that a large 

amount of people suffer from in the modern world so it focuses on an everyday thing and 

targets emotional pain, while adding an element of fantasy and magic to the serious issue.’ 

They also said of my Female character Eden, ‘She proves the importance of friendship and 

listening, but also proves the seriousness of mental health as she can be inferred as the 

embodiment of Ed’s conscious or represent the issue Ed has, or alternative life and death.’ 

Overall, I feel this focus group was successful in my first stages as it allowed me to gather 

feedback on what the audience want to see from a successful short films, and it gave me 

examples to look to and research. I also feel asking questions on my production allowed me 

to gather feedback about whether the idea is engaging and whether they would like it, and 

this have given me ideas on how successful my idea is and whether there are any changes 

that need to be made. I plan to conduct another focus group later on in the project to get 

feedback on updated ideas and other things regarding the final product.  

 


