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Literature Review 

 

For this essay project, I will be researching and explaining how the narrative in Science Fiction cinema 

has changed over time. For this, I will be focusing on one defining film from historical decades that are 

all linked in some way. For this, I decided to select The War of The Worlds (1953), Star Wars (1977) and 

Rouge One (2016), as these are defining movies of each era that use similar narrative styles and are 

influenced by one another. As this is the case, I researched and selected a range of books and online 

sources to help with information for this project. 

I spent some time finding any books that included sections on narrative and analysed how efficient 

they would be. This is where I selected three book sources for this project. I looked into a small book 

called The Guerilla Film Makers Pocketbook by Chris Jones, Andrew Zinnes and Genevieve Jolliffe. This 

handbook focusses on all aspects of being a filmmaker through professional’s tips and interviews as 

well as their own sources. In terms of effectiveness, this book was helpful in finding out professionals 

opinions on the subject of narrative, which the authors agreed and disagreed with throughout the 

book. This source proved useful in finding out information to do with the broad range of narrative 

elements and how to use these elements to create a successful narrative, but there was no 

information that focused on the Science Fiction genre and its narrative, which was a major 

disadvantage as I would have liked to have found professional opinions on the subject. I found this 

source to be less useful than I thought it would be, so I only used some small points regarding 

narrative as a whole rather than using this as the main source of my essay. Further research I need to 

do is to look more into the specific narrative style of Science Fiction and this is what I did. 

To further look into Science Fiction narrative, I looked at a book that was relevant to a small section of 

my essay. This was Star Wars: A New Hope by George Lucas. This book wasn’t anything to do with 

narrative as such, but it was helpful in allowing me to read the script for the film and read a small 

interview with George Lucas about the film and what his influences were. This can be helpful to me, as 

this is my focus of study for the mid era of Science Fiction Cinema. As this is the case, the book isn’t as 

useful as other sources I’ve read for my whole essay but is particularly effective for a smaller portion I 

will write. I still needed to research further into Science Fiction narrative as a whole though, which is 

where my final book filled the gaps. 

The most efficient source I selected for this project is a book titled Science Fiction Cinema by Christine 

Cornea. This book was very helpful to me as it focused specifically on the narratives styles in Science 

Fiction cinema, which is the main focus of my essay, in more depth than I had originally intended. As a 

legitimate and reliable source to focus on, this book was more informative than opinionated, 

discussing and outlining the history of Science Fiction cinema and how the narrative has influenced 
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the audience and changed over time. Though it would have been useful to include some opinionated 

facts that I could have used to discuss different opinions on Science Fiction narrative, I found a range 

of valuable information regarding the Science Fiction cinema’s narrative and history, as well as 

specific films I will focus on in this book, which will be very useful to help me to write about their 

narrative in my essay. This book included more information than I thought it would, which proved to 

be very useful and will be featured heavily in my final essay. 

I also looked into some small online sources that are relevant to the genre and the films I will look at. 

These were the film pages on IMDB, where I found relevant information and critic’s reviews to do 

with the films. I then used these critics’ reviews I found to discuss their opinions against others and 

my own, which allows me to add in varied opinions on the subject matter. These online sources 

proved to be useful in adding information and opinions about the films in general, but doesn’t feature 

as much as I would have thought as much of the information is the same as what I have found in my 

main book source.  

Now I have conducted research and selected the sources that will aid me in my essay, I plan to read 

through them fully and note down any information that I can use and interpret into my essay. I will 

begin writing the essay, using these sources to influence my writing, and taking quotes from them 

which will be highlighted in my work, and discussing them thoroughly. Mostly all of the sources and 

information I have found will be relevant, but I feel the book Science Fiction Cinema will be my main 

source for this project. 
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