
An Original Dark Contemporary Fantasy Short By Adam Widdowson

Aimed at the teen to young adult audience groups



MY IDEA: 
 ‘Eden’ is the story of Edward, a lonely guy 
riddled with anxiety. He is invited to a party 
where he becomes overwhelmed and falls into a 
room that he believes is empty but really isn't. 
This is where he meets Eden, a mysterious and dark 
looking girl. She can’t talk at first but after a 
while of Ed talking to ease his anxiety, she 
starts to talk using little words. after a while, 
she asks Ed about his life and what he wishes it 
could be. The screen splits to show the present and 
the alternate reality that Ed imagines. a moment 
after the story, there is a brief silence before 
Eden opens a rift in front of Ed. She holds out 
her hand and Ed takes it and they walk through 
to the other reality, which is the beginning in an 
empty, peaceful field. This is Ed's version of 
Eden/Paradise.



CHARACTERS: 
 Eden: the mysterious character in this short film. 
Little is actually known about her but she has 
many inferences and representations. She could 
symbolise death, depression, anxiety, loneliness, 
paradise or even life depending on how the audience 
infers her. She is very much styled on ‘Eleven’ from 
‘Stranger Things’ but has a similar costume to 
‘Wednesday Addams’ from ‘The Addams Family’, as this 
costume fits well with her character and her 
mysterious presence.

 Edward: He is the more normal character in the film, 
with a number of issues that the film is trying to 
show. This represents his character personality as 
being something that people see as different or 
potentially attention seeking, when it is a real 
issue that many people face, often alone. His 
relationship with Eden also can be inferred as her 
being something in his imagination, something that 
represents the issues he faces.

 I am yet to find the actors for the characters, but I 
have some in mind



LOCATIONS AND PROPS: 
 Locations for this short film are simple and easy to 
get to. As the film is set in a house, the majority of 
the scenes are in a bedroom, which I will use my own 
for. If this doesn’t go to plan, I have other rooms in 
mind to use in my own home. I will also be filming 
in my own bathroom as I have ideas on how to use 
this location in the beginning of the film. I will 
also need to film in a living room with a few extras 
to make it seem like a party, this should be easy to 
create as it is a short scene and I have ways of 
working around it. I will also need to film in some 
public places and in different house locations for 
the alternate reality scene, and I will also need to 
film in a field which is by my house and easy to 
get to and film in. I may also need to use a studio 
for some of the alternate reality scene. There should 
be no problems with using the locations.

 In terms of props, this film uses no props at all. 
The only props that will be in the film are apart 
of the background but they will have no meaning to 
the film. The film revolves around the characters 
and costume rather than props and backgrounds. 



POSSIBLE PROBLEMS AND SOLUTIONS: 
 I expect to face many problems in the production 
of the film. These problems may only be small and 
easily solved. One of these problems may be that 
the locations are small and there isn’t enough 
room to film, all though I feel I can work around 
this using different camera angles. There may be a 
problem with the actors as they may not be 
reliable but this  can be easily solved by 
finding new actors and keeping them in mind if 
they are ever needed. Another problem may be 
that the end scene where they step through a rift 
may be tricky to create but I am researching how 
to do this, using a green screen and lighting. I 
cannot think of any issues that I will face as of 
yet but this is likely to change.



COMMON CHARACTERISTICS AND TECHNIQUES IN SHORT FILMS
 Short films have become popular in recent years. They are quick and 

snappy, often between 3 20 minutes, that get straight to the point. 
This means that they typically need to hook the audience quickly 
and early on, especially if the film is online, where most of the 
audience is young adults. This means that a short film is less likely 
to have a long opening credit sequence. 

 Narratives used in these short films are often simplistic but 
original. They are creative and intriguing to keep the audiences 
attention while using as little as possible in terms of props and 
locations. As the films are only short, typical films of this type 
only use a handful of locations that aren’t big. They are often just 
simple rooms and fields that feature in the majority of the film. 

 There isn’t really any set camera angles or lighting for this type of 
production as this is determined by the genre of the production. 
Short films are often a way of showcasing creativity and 
experimenting with different and unusual camera angles and lighting 
techniques, whilst keeping the film interesting and set to a small 
amount of time. There isn’t always a soundtrack to short films either, 
as most will be on a small budget, so they only use existing songs 
and soundtracks, or by using just sounds to create the atmosphere of 
the film. Which is also why most short films don’t have major 
graphics to them as they are short and simple.



MISE EN SCENE AND STYLES IN CONTEMPORARY FANTASY FILMS AND MY PRODUCTION

 In terms of my production, the style will be dark as my 
influence is the style of Tim Burtons films, but the 
contemporary fantasy sub genre is popular in modern movies 
as it makes the film feel more realistic and provides a 
realistic version of escapism. They are mostly aimed at a 
young adult audience, which is my target audience, but they 
can also appeal to an older audience, which I am keeping in 
mind.

 The narratives of these films are often simplistic and 
linear, which is how I am keeping mine, and adding in some 
hidden emotions and messages. Magic is usually featured, 
even in small parts as my film will have this feature. 

 High key lighting is often uses as most scenes are dark to 
give a mystical feel. Saturated primary colours are often 
features in most of the mise en scene but can often not be 
seen at all in a film. Dark colours can substitute for these 
primary colours in the mise en scene, especially in costume 
to represent the personality of the characters. Most 
contemporary fantasy films use less amounts of CGI and 
Green Scree scenes as they are set in the real world, which 
reflects in my film as most scenes are on set locations. There 
isn’t really any difference in camera angles compared to any 
other genre of film. Most shots are the standard shots, often 
used in more inventive ways such as slanted views or extreme 
close ups, much like a comic book for example.

 Some examples of feature films that are in this style are 
‘Miss peregrines home for peculiar children’, ‘Harry Potter’
and ‘Narnia’.

http://media.edusites.co.uk/article/fantasy-genre-codes-conventions/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Contemporary_fantasy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urban_fantasy



WHERE ARE SHORT FILMS NORMALLY ACCESSED?
 Generally, short films tend to be accessed through online media platforms 

such as YouTube or Vimeo. On these sites, many short films are uploaded 
and viewed by a wide audience all over the world. They also allow the 
audience to give feedback about the film. YouTube has a wide audience 
range from many different audience groups, which means that comments 
tend to be less media related but on Vimeo, this is a site where most film 
orientated people go to view short films, which means that comments that 
come from this site tend to be a little more media related and helpful to 
the product. 

 Also, there are short film sites such as Short Of The Week where the 
audience can find a range of hand picked short films that have been 
picked and featured by a team of media creators. This website can allow 
for more media related comments to be given and for the audience to find 
more short films of the same genre, or discover your piece by the editors 
or through genre searches. 

 Short films are also often accessed through short film festivals all over 
the world, for example, Aesthetica. This is a place where the audience can 
engage with many short films and have the chance to make comments on 
your piece. This is a hard but effective way of showcasing a short film as 
it gains wide recognition but it has to be submitted and judged before 
hand to have the chance to be shown.

 I am looking to showcase my short film on YouTube and possibly Vimeo, as 
well as promoting it through social media, and providing links to my 
video on social media sites.



MY INFLUENCES: 
 For this project I have many influences:

 The Style and Directing style: Tim Burton

 Characters: Eden: Wednesday Addams, Eleven

Edward: Jacob Portman

 Other Influences:

 ‘Normal Doors’ short film

 ‘Stranger Things’ series

 ‘Miss Peregrines Home For Peculiar Children’

 ‘Let It Be’ Short Film


