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MY IDEA: 
 ‘Eden’ is the story of Edward, a lonely guy riddled with 

anxiety. He is invited to a party where he becomes 
overwhelmed and falls into a room that he believes is 
empty but really isn't. This is where he meets Eden, 
a mysterious and dark looking girl. She can’t talk at first 
but after a while of Ed talking to ease his anxiety, she 
starts to talk using little words. after a while, she asks 
Ed about his life and what he wishes it could be. The 
screen splits to show the present and the alternate 
reality that Ed imagines. a moment after the story, there 
is a brief silence before Eden opens a rift in front of Ed. 
She holds out her hand and Ed takes it and they walk 
through to the other reality, which is the beginning in 
an empty, peaceful field. This is Ed's version of 
Eden/Paradise.



MY INFLUENCES: 
 For this project I have many influences:

 The Style and Directing style: Tim Burton

 Characters: Eden: Wednesday Addams, Eleven

Edward: Jacob Portman, Me

 Other Influences:

 ‘Normal Doors’ short film

 ‘Stranger Things’ series

 ‘Miss Peregrines Home For Peculiar Children’

 ‘Let It Be’ Short Film



COMMON CHARACTERISTICS AND TECHNIQUES IN SHORT FILMS
 Short films have become popular in recent years. They are quick and snappy, 

often between 3-20 minutes, that get straight to the point. This means that they 
typically need to hook the audience quickly and early on, especially if the film is 
online, where most of the audience is young adults. This means that a short 
film is less likely to have a long opening credit sequence. 

 Narratives used in these short films are often simplistic but original. They are 
creative and intriguing to keep the audiences attention while using as little as 
possible in terms of props and locations. As the films are only short, typical 
films of this type only use a handful of locations that aren’t big. They are often 
just simple rooms and fields that feature in the majority of the film. 

 There isn’t really any set camera angles or lighting for this type of production as 
this is determined by the genre of the production. Short films are often a way of 
showcasing creativity and experimenting with different and unusual camera 
angles and lighting techniques, whilst keeping the film interesting and set to a 
small amount of time. There isn’t always a soundtrack to short films either, as 
most will be on a small budget, so they only use existing songs and 
soundtracks, or by using just sounds to create the atmosphere of the film. 
Which is also why most short films don’t have major graphics to them as they 
are short and simple.



COMMON CHARACTERISTICS AND TECHNIQUES IN CONTEMPORARY FANTASY FILMS
 Unlike normal fantasy films, the sub-genre of Contemporary Fantasy is set in the present day 

and modern world. This has become a popular sub-genre in the past decade or so with the 
likes of Miss Peregrines Home For Peculiar Children and Narnia falling into this sub-genre. 
This sub-genre can also be seen as Urban Fantasy, which is set primarily in a city area.

 Common characteristics used in Contemporary Fantasy films can be seen in many of the 
fantasy films that have appeared in more recent years. Contemporary Fantasy films tend to 
be aimed at a younger audience but are often appealed to by older audiences. This audience 
usually creates a dedicated and obsessive fan base, which keeps the product living far after 
its time., such as that of Harry Potter.

 The narratives used are often simplistic and linear, but are also sometimes emotive and 
romanticised. Usually, there is a happy ending when everything returns to ‘normal’. They are 
often set in the present time but can also happen in the near-past. They tend to feature 
magic, peculiarities and mystical creatures and people in their ideology, which have a 
reoccurring narrative where these things are invisible to most but are seen by a select group 
of characters. This can also include the invasion of the supernatural which distributes the 
normality or a character that has a peculiar gift or power but is apart of the real world.

 Most times, they idealise representations, sometimes applying Propps character theory. 
They provide a sense of escapism for the audience by providing the idea that in the real 
world, there is more secrets hidden beyond what we can see and believe, such as people or 
monsters hidden from our sight. They tend to be most appealing to younger audiences to 
young adults as this teaches them roles in the real world using fictional characters and 
mysterious hidden secrets.

 They often use high key lighting as most scenes are dark in nature to give them a mystical 
feel. Saturated primary colours are usually used in most aspects of mise en scene. They 
uses mostly CGI and green screen technology in them to create the fantasy aspects of the 
film but as the film is set in the present world, most locations are sets or filmed on location as 
no other world needs to be created.

 There isn’t really any difference in camera angles compared to any other genre of film. Most 
shots are the standard shots, often used in more inventive ways such as slanted views or 
extreme close-ups, much like a comic book for example.

http://media.edusites.co.uk/article/fantasy-genre-codes-conventions/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Contemporary_fantasy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urban_fantasy



WHERE ARE SHORT FILMS NORMALLY ACCESSED?
 Generally, short films tend to be accessed through online media platforms such 

as YouTube or Vimeo. On these sites, many short films are uploaded and 
viewed by a wide audience all over the world. They also allow the audience to 
give feedback about the film. YouTube has a wide audience range from many 
different audience groups, which means that comments tend to be less media 
related but on Vimeo, this is a site where most film orientated people go to view 
short films, which means that comments that come from this site tend to be a 
little more media related and helpful to the product. 

 Also, there are short film sites such as Short Of The Week where the audience 
can find a range of hand picked short films that have been picked and featured 
by a team of media creators. This website can allow for more media related 
comments to be given and for the audience to find more short films of the same 
genre, or discover your piece by the editors or through genre searches. 

 Short films are also often accessed through short film festivals all over the 
world, for example, Aesthetica. This is a place where the audience can engage 
with many short films and have the chance to make comments on your piece. 
This is a hard but effective way of showcasing a short film as it gains wide 
recognition but it has to be submitted and judged before hand to have the 
chance to be shown.



IN CONCLUSION
 From this research I have done, I have been able to develop my idea and make 

changes that will ensure the production is of a good standard. I have found that 
to make a short film, I will need to make sure the film gets straight to the point 
without long, unneeded sequences. I have also gained an idea of what the 
runtime of my film will be. I have also decided to only use a small selection of 
locations for my production to fit with the typical techniques of a short film.

 In terms of the film being a Contemporary or Urban Fantasy film. This research 
has allowed me to discover my target audience and what I should do to make 
sure the film fits within this sub-genre. This has also lead me to think about the 
fantasy aspects of my film more and how I will complete these fantasy aspects 
to make an effective fantasy film.

 I have also decided from this research where I will showcase my film. This will 
be on both YouTube and Vimeo as this will allow me to reach a wide proportion 
of the target audience online and gather feedback from both film centric people 
and a more normal audience just the same.


