
Unit 11 Task 2: FACT FILE / SKILLS AUDIT / PERSONAL ACTION PLAN 
 (11.1.1.11. 1.2) 
 

Introduction 
State the subject of your fact file. 
What is it about? (TV? Film? Special 
effects? ) 
Background – has the traditional 
role has it changed?  

For this fact file, I will be focusing on the specific role of a 
Screenwriter as this is something I would like to go into, as well as 
being a director. I would like to work on short films and online series 
streaming rather than traditional TV and Film, so I will focus on this 
area of my subject. 
In a way, the role of a screenwriter hasn’t changed much from its 
traditional role, as there is nothing much to change about it, but the 
role has been creatively updated with new methods and ideas over 
the years, meaning that new and creative forms of media are being 
used to create more interesting and engaging products. 

Industry 
Two examples of major companies 
within this industry with some 
background to the companies 
 

In Screenwriting roles, there isn’t exactly any major companies 
focused on this area in the industry as it is pretty much a freelance job 
but there are companies set up that are focused on analysis and 
helping screenwriters.  
An example of one of these companies is Industrial Scripts, which are 
a company set up in 2010 that analyse screenplay and story and are 
backed by most major entertainment companies, such as Universal 
and Warner Bros. They work with screenwriters, authors and 
filmmakers of all talents, delivering training or analysis to a piece to 
help it succeed.  
A more major company example, is a screenwriting program by 
Disney and ABC. They offer the Disney|ABC writing program that runs 
for a year, which was created in 1990, and has launched the careers 
of many writers. In this program, the writers become employees of 
DATG, with the goal of trying to get writers work on a DATG series, 
but also allows for relationships and help from professionals in the 
company. There are strict requirements for this program as it is one of 
the top writing jobs in a major company, but will be the best 
experience a potential Screenwriter could have. 

Description of the role 
Job description & skills required 
Working pattern 
Qualifications / training required 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sources:  
http://creativeskillset.org/job_roles/3078_screenwriter 
 

The role of a Screenwriter consists of researching and developing 
story ideas and then using these ideas to write screenplays. Most 
times, screenwriters are always freelance, where they either pitch 
original ideas to producers or they are commissioned to create 
screenplay from a concept. More screenplays tend to get 
commissioned than made, and only a small number of top 
screenwriters make enough money to sustain themselves entirely 
through writing in the UK. To do this role, it is a good idea to have 
skills in understanding story, plot and narrative, understanding the 
ways films affect audiences, demonstrate creative imagination, bring 
to characters’ individuality to life, writing visually, being dedicated and 
organised, working as part of a team and to deadlines, handle 
rejection well, and be ambitious and realistic. For this job role, no 
formal training or specific qualifications are needed, although it’s a 
good idea to go on screenwriting courses, which will help build skills in 
this area. The best route in to this career is to write a number of 
original short and feature screenplays that are self-financed to attract 
the attention of producers or agents, while also preparing pitches, 
synopses and outlines for producers to see. 

Job ad 
Example of a job advertisement for 
Your chosen job. 
 

Most job adverts for a screenwriter are posted online as this is where 
the majority of people seeking this type of job role tend to be 
reached. Using online methods means that a wider selection of 
potential screenwriters can be reached. There are many sites that 

https://screenplayscripts.com/
http://www.disneyabctalentdevelopment.com/writing_program.html
http://creativeskillset.org/job_roles/3078_screenwriter


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sources: 
https://www.upwork.com/o/jobs/browse/skill/screenwriting/ 

allow people to post about work in screenwriting roles. An example of 
this is shown below.  

 
 
 

Each job that is posted has details of the role, the location, the 
average pay, the start date, the level of work, the hours that will be 
worked and the budget the production has. 

Skills audit 
Which skills do you have for this 
job? 
Which skills do you need for this 
job? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sources: 
https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/job-
profiles/screenwriter 

The skills needed for a screenwriting role is to have an excellent 
writing ability, creativity and imagination, storytelling skills and an 
understanding of dramatic structure, a willingness to accept criticism 
and rejection of work and good presentation and networking skills, on 
top of basic skills such as timekeeping and working to a deadline. 
I think I have most of these skills for the job. I am easily on top of all 
basic skills, and job specific skills I think I have most of. I am creative 
and imaginative with many ideas I can use and make. I also feel I have 
an excellent writing ability as I can easily layout and structure 
different pieces of writing effectively, which ties in to presentational 
skills. I feel I may need to work on my skills of understanding story and 
dramatic structure and maybe a little on how I will take and use 
criticism and rejection to make things better. But aside from this, I 
feel I have the correct skills to take on a job role in screenwriting. 

My Personal Action Plan 
Career choice (s) 
 
 
 
 
 
My target grade for the UAL course 
 
My course choices 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Work experience 
 

In my career choices, I would like to go into writing and directing 
feature and short films as this is something I have always wanted to 
do. I am also interested in starting up my own media company, using 
YouTube as the main platform, and selling my own merchandise from 
this. I also aspire to be a successful author as I have a passion for 
writing just as much as I have for filmmaking. 
 
I believe my target grade for the UAL course is distinction.  
 
After looking through courses, I have decided that university doesn’t 
appeal to me, and at the moment, I don’t think anything to do with 
courses is my best option at the moment. I feel like taking time to 
plan out my future and sort out some personal problems before I 
make any steps into further education, which has prompted my 
decision to get a normal job for now, and work on myself and then 
start in the career choice path later on.  
 
I haven’t had any major experience working in the media yet, except 
for a college project for Sheffield United, but I would like to have 
some experience in media work at some time. In terms of normal 
work, I have had experience in some jobs in the past that has set me 
up for a full time job, such as working in a CO-OP store. 

Sources https://screenplayscripts.com/ 
http://www.disneyabctalentdevelopment.com/writing_program.html 
http://creativeskillset.org/job_roles/3078_screenwriter 
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