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Area of My Investigation 

For my essay, I plan to create a full investigation into the Sci-Fi genre, specifically looking into 

the narrative style of Sci-Fi films and how they have changed over the years. I am thinking of 

using Star Wars as my main franchise investigation, and referencing other films of the Sci-Fi 

genre. I have decided to investigate this as I am interested in writing and directing, especially 

films of the Sci-Fi genre, and this investigation could help me in learning how to write a 

successful and gripping narrative that attracts the audience. I have also chosen the Star Wars 

Franchise as my main investigation as it is something I am interested in and know a lot about, 

but I will also link to other films before, at the same time and after the films. I could also 

evaluate the success of the original, prequel and modern films in the franchise and see how 

their narratives have changed over time and how they differ from other Sci-Fi films and the 

conventions behind them. 

Research I Intend To Carry Out 

I intend to carry out a large amount of research, both Primary and Secondary, using a varied 

amount of sources. The films I will use for my research are the films from the Star Wars 

Franchise but also I will look at and reference such films as The War of the Worlds, Forbidden 

Planet, The Time Machine, ET, Close Encounters of the Third Kind and more modern films. 

This will be the main basis for my Primary and Secondary research. Using these films, I will 

first conduct some secondary research into the films in general and some more in depth 

information into the narratives of these films and how they influence one another and have 

changed over time. This secondary research will come from the internet, books, 

documentaries, interviews and extras, as well as quotes from professional and audience 

critics, to which I will bounce my ideas from. For my primary research, I will attempt to 

conduct short interviews with professional media people and critics, and also the audience, 

which I may create into a short video. I will also conduct a focus group once I finish my 

practical experiment, to find the audiences views on both the genre and films I have 

researched and my experiments effectiveness. 

Practical Experiment I Intend To Carry Out 

After my research, I intend to carry out a practical experiment, to put my research to the test. 

I intend to create a short narrative in the form of a script or story. This will allow me to put 

both my research and gained skills to the test. This script or story will be Sci-Fi related, 

incorporating in all my research and skills to experiment and produce something that is 

effective and fit for its purpose. To produce this, I will not need any specialist recourses, as I 

will just need a word processor to write the piece. I will not need any help with this either as 

it is an individual task. I the intend to pitch my script or story idea to a small focus group and 

gather feedback on it, and finding if there is anything that could be changed. 
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How This Will Help Me as a Filmmaker 

As a filmmaker, this investigation will help me as it allows me to build a large amount of 

knowledge and skills. This knowledge is to do with the ways that narratives are used in films 

to grip the audience and keep them watching, as well as allowing me to have the knowledge 

of successful narratives to help with my final production for my film. As well as knowledge, 

this investigation also builds on a number of skills. One of these is writing skills, as if I 

understand the conventions of a narrative, this allows me to better myself at writing scripts 

for future films that are successful in what they are intending to do and are gripping for an 

audience. This investigation also allows me to develop my directorial skills as screenwriting 

and directing is something I hope to do in the future. This develops my directorial skills as I 

am creating a vision and planning it and writing it, then creating it. This ultimately helps with 

my film project as these are skills and knowledge that I can use to perfect that, so that it can 

become the highest standard it can. 


