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Research of the influences for my film EDEN 

From the early stages of this project, I have had many different influences of my idea, from 

films to characters to directors and styles. Many of these influences come from a deep love 

of the particular genre and style I am hoping to achieve, A dark, mysterious and magic 

themed product, that falls into the contemporary Sci-Fi/Fantasy genre. When creating this 

particular project, I have looked into these influences to aid my filmmaking style and 

narrative. 

Directing and Style 

I am heavily influenced by the directing and overall style of Tim Burton, which is something I 

am trying to incorporate into this project. He uses a dark and weird style in the films he 

makes, often by using unusual character and location designs, but also through using dark 

colour schemes in scenes and making costumes particularly dark, using only blacks and 

whites. This style is shown in many of the films he has created, in animations such as The 

Nightmare Before Christmas and live action such as Edward Scissorhands and even music 

videos such as for The Killers: Here With Me. This particular style and his work, especially within 

the dark contemporary fantasy genre, is a large influence not just for this project but for all 

work I produce, both in film and writing. 

Characters and Costume 

I have had various influences for the characters of my film from different pieces of media. 

For Eden’s character, she is very dark and mysterious, almost unreal but believable to be 

human. This is why two of my biggest influences for her character come from Wednesday 

Addams of The Addams Family films and Eleven in the series Stranger Things. The character 

of Eleven is quiet and mysterious, very hidden and almost unnormal to the world we live in, 

including a slight touch of magical abilities, which is the basis for Eden’s Character as she is 

very much this, although she isn’t real as she is a figment of Edwards imagination in a way. 

The costume that Eden has is a simple black dress with black boots, to show how she is 

almost non-existent and has dark secrets, which is very much inspired by Wednesday 

Addams’ costume in The Addams family films. 

As for Edward, I didn’t really have any influences as I did with Eden. He was very much built 

around the image of how a ‘normal’ person is affected by certain issues to show it can take 

a big effect on anybody, no matter what. One of the influences for this character though, 

would be that of Edward Portman from the Miss Peregrines Home For Peculiar Children 

book and Film, by Tim Burton, as his character ‘suffers’ similar issues and is very much the 

same idea as I have for him, in both character and costume, as Edward will just have casual 

clothing with nothing special or specific. 

The narrator wasn’t originally a character I would have used in this film. He is one of my 

oldest characters I have ever created for the other stories I write. He was initially inspired by 

Lemony Snicket of the series of unfortunate events book series, who is also the pen name of 

the author. The narrator is simple in concept, as little is known about his own personality 
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and backstory, although he is mysterious and almost unreal. He watches over the characters 

and narrates their story as he remembers seeing it. His costume matches his mysterious but 

minimalistic personality, by only having black trousers, a long grey coat and a grey scarf, 

hiding all that’s underneath, much like he does with his own personality and backstory. 

Narrative and Filmmaking 

As for the narrative of my film, it has had any direct influence as I created it myself, but it 

has taken influence from several other sources that influence my filmmaking career. These 

are; a short film called ‘normal doors’ that uses several simple but effective techniques to 

tell the story all at once, another short film called ‘Ghild’ that plays on emotion despite 

being an unusual fantasy film and ‘let it be’ by Bertie Gilbert, who is an independent 

filmmaker on YouTube and is a big influence for me filmmaking wise, but also this film gave 

me the idea for story basis I used. The narrative has also been influenced by the sources I 

mentioned in other aspects, such as Stranger Things, Miss Peregrines Home For Peculiar 

Children and A Series Of Unfortunate Events. 

 


